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PENTAGON 
PREPARES 
TO BATTLE 
DRONE 
WARFARE 


Lasers, microwaves 
among military tools 
for next era of combat 


BY CHRISTIAN DAVENPORT 


More than a decade after the im- 
provised explosive device became 
the scourge of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the Pentagon is bat- 
tling another relatively rudimenta- 
ry device that threatens to wreak 
havoc on American troops: the 
drone. 

Largely a preoccupation of hob- 
byists and experimenting compa- 
nies, the vehicles are beginning to 
become a menace on the battlefield, 
where their benign commercial ca- 
pabilities have been transformed 
into lethal weapons and intelligence 
tools. 

Instead of delivering packages, 
some have been configured to drop 
explosives. Instead of inspecting 
telecommunications towers, others 
train their cameras to monitor 
troops and pick targets. Instead of 
spraying crops, they could spread 
toxic gas, commanders worry. Mili- 
tary strategists envision the day 
when they will be deployed in robot 
armies capable of swarming de- 
fensesin kamikaze raids. 

The range of their use is “up to 
the creativity of the enemy,” said Lt. 
Gen. Michael Shields, director of a 
Pentagon agency called the Joint 
Improvised-Threat Defeat Organi- 
zation (JIDO), which is focusing on 
countering the drone threat. Last 
year, the militant group Hezbollah 
dropped two small bombs over rebel 
positions in Syria from a commer- 
cially available drone. Weeks later, 
two Kurdish fighters battling the Is- 
lamic State were killed when a small 
drone they had shot down exploded. 

Stopping the drones has become 
a challenge for the Pentagon and its 
allies. The unmanned aerial vehi- 
cles, as they are known, can range 
from the size of an insect to a shoe 
box to a large fixed-wing aircraft. Al- 
though they have not been any- 
where near as deadly as IEDs, 
drones could become more lethal as 
technology improves, military offi- 
cials fear. 

In response, the Pentagon is at- 
tacking what it sees as a potentially 
major threat, working to develop la- 
sers and microwaves to blast drones 
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SHOPPING 
VIES WITH 


BY ROGER SHOWLEY 
& ROB NIKOLEWSKI 


The shift in shopping patterns 
was in full view on Black Friday as 
San Diegans turned from stuffing 
their stomachs to hunting for 
stocking stuffers. 

As the clock struck midnight, 
many were in their PJs when they 
fired up their laptops to order su- 
per deals online. 

The rise of e-commerce may be 
suppressing traditional Black Fri- 
day crowds. As of 7 a.m., online 
spending totaled $640 million, an 
18.4 percent increase from the pre- 
vious year, according to Adobe An- 
alytics. 

The Target store in Mission Val- 
ley opened at 6 a.m. Friday, but 45 
minutes before it opened, there 
were just two people in line — Ale- 
jandra Rodriguez, a hairstylist 
from Linda Vista; and Ivan Chavez, 
a 17-year-old from San Ysidro. 

“They opened yesterday, too, so 
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Egyptians carry victims through the streets on stretchers following an attack on the Al Rawda mosque near the North Sinai 
provincial capital of El Arish on Friday. Armed attackers killed at least 235 worshippers. 


Bombing, gun assault ranks as deadliest terrorist strike in Egypt's modern history 


BY DECLAN WALSH 
& NOUR YOUSSEF 


CAIRO 

Militants detonated a bomb 
inside a crowded mosque in the 
Sinai Peninsula on Friday and 
then sprayed gunfire on panicked 
worshippers as they fled, killing at 
least 235 people and wounding at 
least 109 others. Officials called it 
the deadliest terrorist attack in 
Egypt’s modern history. 

The scale and ruthlessness of 
the assault, in an area racked by 
an Islamic insurgency, sent shock 
waves across the nation — notjust 
for the number of deaths but also 
for the choice oftarget. Attacks on 
mosques are rare in Egypt, where 
the Islamic State has targeted 
Coptic Christian churches and 
pilgrims but avoided Muslim 
places of worship. 

The attack injected a new ele- 
ment into Egypt’s struggle with 
militants because most of the vic- 
tims were Sufi Muslims, who 
practice a mystical form of Islam 
that the Islamic State and other 
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Egyptians gather around bodies and search for loved ones 
following the attack at the Al Rawda mosque. 


Sunni extremist groups deem he- 
retical. And it underscored the 
failure of President Abdel-Fattah 
el-Sissi, who has justified his 
harsh crackdown on political free- 
dom in the name of crushing Is- 
lamic militancy, to deliver on his 
promises of security. 


SHIFT: BLACK FRIDAY 
EARLY, ONLINE DEALS 
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Brothers Jonathan Manzano of San Jose (left) and Renaro Man- 
zano of Scripps Ranch wait in line at the new Shake Shack, 


“The scene was horrific,” said 
Ibrahim Sheteewi, a resident of 
Bir al-Abd, the small north Sinai 
town where the attack took place. 
“The bodies were scattered on the 
ground outside the mosque. I 
hope God punishes them for this.” 

A Sinai police officer said the 


dead included at least 15 children. 
Awitness put the toll even higher, 
saying he had helped gather the 
bodies of 25 children. 

Hours later the Egyptian mili- 
tary carried out several airstrikes 
near Bir al-Abd targeting mili- 
tants fleeing in four-wheel-drive 
vehicles, an Egyptian military offi- 
cial said. 

World leaders quickly con- 
demned the attack on the 
mosque, with President Donald 
Trump denouncing it as “horrible 
and cowardly.” He said later that 
it explained why the United 
States needed a border wall with 
Mexico and restrictions on immi- 
gration, which he referred to as 
“the ban.” 

El-Sissi has struggled to im- 
pose his authority over Sinai since 
he came to power in a military 
takeover in 2013. Islamic militants 
who had found a safe haven in 
Sinai for attacks on Israel then 
turned their guns on the Egyptian 
armed forces. 

But even by recent standards 
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TOBACCO COMPANIES SET 
FOR EDUCATION CAMPAIGN 


Court order forces firms 
to give public accounting 
of products’ health risks 


BY SAPNA MAHESHWARI 


The biggest tobacco companies 
in the United States will start run- 
ning prime-time television com- 
mercials and full-page ads in na- 
tional newspapers Sunday — but 
the campaign is unlikely to spur 
enthusiasm for their products. 

“More people,” one ad says, “die 
every year from smoking than 
murder, AIDS, suicide, drugs, car 
crashes, and alcohol, combined.” 
Another reads: “Cigarette compa- 
nies intentionally designed ciga- 
rettes with enough nicotine to cre- 
ate and sustain addiction.” 

Each ad starts by noting that 
Altria, R.J. Reynolds Tobacco, Lo- 
rillard and Philip Morris USA were 
ordered to make the statements by 
a federal court. 


suit brought by the Justice Depart- 
ment in 1999. As part of the 2006 
ruling in the suit, which sought to 
punish cigarette-makers for dec- 
ades of deceiving the public about 
the dangers of their product, the 
companies were ordered to dis- 
seminate “corrective statements” 
centered on the health risks and 
addictive nature of smoking. But 
until now, they resisted through 
appeals and by wrangling over 
wording. 

“Tt’s both an important victory 
and a frustrating one,” said 
Matthew Myers, president of the 
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, 
who has worked on the case since 
1999. The tobacco companies 
“have spent millions of dollars and 
a decade of time resisting a court 
order that simply requires them to 
publish truthful facts about their 
products and their behavior,” he 
said. 

Myers said the ads would be 
less effective than originally in- 
tended because fewer people uti- 
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North County Buick GMC 
a= 


$199 per month + tax for 24 months. 20,000 miles allowed for lease term $.25 per mile 
thereafter. $1,495 customer cash + $3,100 Factory Rebate = $4,595 total due at lease signing. 
Includes all fees and first payment. No security deposit required. On approved credit. Some 


2018 GMC TERRAIN 


LEASE PER MONTH 
FOR +TAX FOR 
24 MONTHS 


customers may not qualify to lease. 5 at this payment 


2018 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLT 
$5,000......... DEALER DISCOUNT 

$4,000......... MANUFACTURE TRADE IN REBATE 
$1,000.......... MANUFACTURE REBATE 


TOTAL 
SAVINGS 
FROM MSRP 


$5,000 Dealer Discount + $4,000 Manufacture Trade In Rebate* + $1,000 Manufacture Rebate = $10,000 total 
savings from MSRP All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer 
document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. *Must trade in 
‘99 or newer vehicle (excludes salvage title). 5 at this savings. All units subject to prior sale. Excludes leases. 


NCBCG PRICE 
5 at this price 


2018 GMC CANYON 


POWER WINDOW, POWER DOOR 
LOCKS, ALLOY WHEELS & MORE! 


All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. All units subject to prior sale. Exp. 11/30/17 
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| 888-913-7777 | NCBCG.COM | 1515 Auto Park Way, Escondido 


